
Introduction  

Welcome to Tour Training for The W.H. Stark House! We’re excited you’re here to connect with 
us and learn about our family, their life at home, and the things and stories they left behind. The 
W.H. Stark House functions as a wonderful lense to examine not only an extensive collection of 
decorative arts objects, but also architecture, technology, and the history of greater Orange 
situated with the Gilded Age of American history.  

In advance of this training, you have received a loaned copy of The Long Shadow: The Lutcher 
Stark Lumber Dynasty from the Eunice R. Benckenstein Library & Archive as a part of your 
training materials. This book is the largest and most consolidated collection of Lutcher & Stark 
family history, produced after years of research by a team of historians. All other materials 
required for your training will be stored here. Each week is divided into modules where you will 
find all the information necessary to explore the week’s topic.  

The goal of this course is to provide you with a detailed understanding of Miriam and William 
Stark’s home of more than 40 years and to prepare you to create your own 45 minute tour to 
successfully lead visitors through The W.H. Stark House.  

If that sounds a bit intimidating, don’t worry! All the information is broken down into modules 
and you will continue to learn new things ALL the time. If you have questions at any time, please 
feel free to reach out to me.  

Happy learning! 
Hannah Danielson 
Public Engagement Manager  
hdanielson@starkmuseum.org 
  
Overview of Resources  

This list might seem a bit overwhelming, but not to worry! Not every single one of these 
resources will be in each module. This is simply designed to provide you with an overview of the 
way information will be presented in this training.  

• Lecture Videos – These are short (typically 5 minutes or less) videos produced by 
historians at The W.H. Stark House and linked through our Stark Art & History YouTube 
Channel.  

• Slideshare – These presentations will provide you with overviews of the topic and might 
include presentation notes for you to read or voiceovers for you to listen to while flipping 
through the content.  
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• Room Studies – These in-depth looks at individual rooms in The W.H. Stark House will 
take the form of either a presentation with voiceovers OR a pdf worksheet for you to 
download and review.  

• Object Profiles – These pdf sheets will be available in the module and are created in our 
TMS system (used for cataloguing and tracking all museum collections). They will 
provide you with details on the most notable objects, such as manufacturer, date, 
provenance, etc.  

• Reading Assignments – Chapter readings from the Long Shadow will be assigned in a 
few of the modules. You will read the text directly from the book but consolidated notes 
from former readers will be available in the appropriate modules.  

• Assessments – Some modules will conclude with a short quiz and other will conclude 
with an open-ended prompt for you to briefly answer. These are designed to check your 
understanding for each module.  

You will be scheduling 3 times to meet with Joshua Cole, our Interpretation & Programming 
Manager, and/or myself during this training. Once at the end of Week 2, once at the end of Week 
4, and once for a practice tour session after you complete Week 5. Meetings at the end of Week 2 
and Week 4 can be scheduled via Zoom or, preferably, on-site at The W.H. Stark House. Practice 
tour sessions must be in-person. 

Week 1 Detailed Outline   

Topic: All in the Family  

This week’s module will introduce you to all the major players in the Lutcher & Stark families. 
One of the trickiest parts of giving a tour for The W.H. Stark House is keeping the family’s 
extensive relatives, networks, and names straight (it doesn’t help that there’s so many repetitive 
names!). While we will focus on the couple who built and lived in the home, Miriam and 
William Stark, other family members play an essential role in the story of the House and the 
development of the city of Orange.  

This week we will answer two essential questions:  
Who were Miriam and William Stark?  
Where were Miriam and William from and why did they settle in Orange, Texas?  

In this week’s module, you will:  

• Watch the video “Lutchers, Starks, & Browns – Oh my!”                                                                                                
This video will introduce you to members of the Miriam, William, and members of their 
extended family.  



• Read Chapter 1 of the Long Shadow and review the Notes.                                                                                                                           
This will provide you with multiple layers of context, including how both the Lutcher & 
Stark families ended up in Orange, how Miriam and William met and the details of the 
courtship, and why the family is so tied to the lumber industry.   

• Download the Stark Family Tree.                                                                                                                                               
This is the standard family tree used at all of the Stark Cultural Venues.  

• Complete the Who is Who? Matching Quiz to link descriptions of family members with 
names.                                                                                                                                         
This will help reinforce the names and roles of different members of the family.  

Week 2 Detailed Outline 

Topic: Behind the Scenes  

The W.H. Stark House might have belonged to Miriam and William, but it required an entire staff 
of people to run and maintain it. Miriam and William’s wealthy lifestyle was supported and made 
possible by their employees, both at the lumber business and on their property.  

This week we will answer the essential question:  
Who were the staff that worked at The W.H. Stark House?  

In this week’s module, you will:  

• View the Behind the Scenes Presentation.                                                                                                                                           
This presentation introduces the staff who worked (and often lived) at The W.H. Stark 
House and explores their individual roles, emphasizing how many jobs were necessary to 
make a wealthy household run smoothly.   

• Download the Research Chart.                                                                                                                                                   
The records of staff, their pay, and their jobs are not always well documented or 
apparent. This spreadsheet reflects many years of research conducted by current Museum 
Staff and is a comprehensive look at the many individuals who worked for the Stark 
family.  

• Complete a short quiz.                                                                                                                                                       
This will check your understanding of names and roles, focusing on the individuals who 
are most commonly a part of the tour narrative.  

At the conclusion of Weeks 1 & 2, you will schedule a time to meet with myself and/or Joshua 
Cole to discuss the LARGE amount of content you’ve tackled. This can be done virtually or, 



preferably, on-site. At this time we will also pair you with one of our current volunteers who can 
serve as a mentor throughout the rest of your training.  

Week 3 Detailed Outline  

Topic: The Structure  

The W.H. Stark House stands today as a testament to local craftsmanship and ingenuity. 
Constructed between 1893 to 1895, the House was Miriam Stark’s dream home, inspired by the 
large Queen Anne style mansions she grew up admiring in her hometown of Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. The base architectural plan was expertly modified to accommodate the most 
modern technology of the time - electricity and indoor plumbing.  

This weeks we will answer two essential questions:  

When was the House built and how long was it occupied?  
How was the House constructed and what can the structure tell us about the development of 
technology in the early 20th century?  

In this week’s module, you will:  

Watch the video “Designing and Building The W.H. Stark House.” 
This will provide you with an overview of the design process, including how architecture booklets 
were used in the early 20th century, and review the materials and methods of construction used 
to build the home.  

Read Chapter 4 of the Long Shadow and review the notes.  
This includes information on the architect who built the home, Fred Wilbur, and explains the 
influence of northern architecture on the ultimate construction of The W.H. Stark House.  

Download the Decorative Features Worksheet.  
This worksheet provides an up close look at several distinctive design features found on the 
home, including the iconic turret, fish scale siding, sunburst wood patterns, and more.  

Answer a short essay question.  
In your opinion, what is the most the most striking or unique element of The W.H. Stark House? 
Consider the process of construction, integration of technology, use of local materials, skill in 
craftsmanship.  

Week 4 Detailed Outline  



Topic: The Rooms  

The W.H. Stark House features 14,000 square feet of living space, 15 rooms, and 3 floors. Each 
space is unique and served a variety of purposes over the 40 years that William and Miriam lived 
in the home. The couple filled each room with a variety of objects that provide a glimpse into 
their lifestyle and trends of the time.  

This week we will begin to answer two essential questions:  

What objects did the couple leave behind?  
What can these objects tell us about the way they lived?  

Review the Room Studies Worksheets (15 total).  
These provide an introduction to each space that functions as a “stop” on a tour. This will 
include the name of the room, general function, as well as highlight any spotlight objects.  

Interact with the 360 Virtual Tour online.  
This virtual tour will help you understand the flow of a tour and give you a feel for the space and 
structure of the home.  

Download the layouts of each floor.  
This helps you visualize each room and its relation to the spaces surrounding it.  

Complete a short quiz.  
In this quiz you will match room photos with names and general descriptions.  

Week 5 Detailed Outline  

Topic: The Collection 

One of the most unique aspects of The W.H. Stark House is the extensive collection that Miriam 
and William Stark left behind. Often house museums are filled with items that represent the time 
period because family collections have been divided or sold. We are fortunate to have a majority 
of the family’s things, ranging from household objects such as rug beaters to their finest 
collection of American Brilliant cut glass.  

This week, we will finish answering two essential questions:  

What objects did the couple leave behind?  
What can these objects tell us about the way they lived?  

View the Collection Highlights Presentation.  



This presentation will not only take a look at some of the most important collection items, but 
will also explain the process of collecting and how items are preserved.  

Visit eMuseum through The W.H. Stark House’s website.  
Take time to explore the “House Objects” folder for an up close look at some of the most 
important items.  

Complete a short essay.  
Select an object from eMuseum and write a two - three sentence blurb that you might include on 
a tour. Feel free to look up the manufacturer, style of the object, or how it was used to give 
yourself more context to work with.  

After you have completed Week 5, you will schedule a time to come on-site and meet with one 
of our current volunteers. You will shadow several of their tours as you begin the process of 
developing your own tour.  


